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Synopsis

This bestselling modern classic features a princess who rescues a very snooty&#151;and

ungrateful&#151;prince.
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Customer Reviews

This was the first Munsch book that | bought and | quickly went out and bought a whole load more.
He’s an excellent writer with a wonderful range of stories and a beautifully simple and fluid style of
writing that is both accessible to children and able to roll off the tongue of most adults.As you’ll see
from the other reviews here, this tale is about a young girl who, filled with nothing but courage,
charity and a fair bit of brains, goes off to rescue a young prince from a ferocious dragon. After
using all of her cunning to defeat the dragon she discovers that the prince is a bit of a monster
himself, and so she decides not to marry him after all.Although | agree that the story has a wealth of
small lessons for children to learn about boys and girls and expectations and disappointments, |
think that one of its strongest points is that the book serves as a wonderful introduction to the fact
that not all stories end the way we expect them to (it’s still a happy ending, just a different one) and

that sometimes a twist can be more satisfying anyway.Highly recommended for children from 3 to



103.

| am so happy | got this book for my four year old daughter. It's the perfect antidote to those
unrealistic Disney stories (i.e., Cinderella, Sleeping Beauty). And don’t get me wrong, | think that
those Disney stories can be fabulous, but the subliminal messages are somewhat 18th century. The
Paper Bag Princess, on the other hand is decidely modern. Its message is: if a guy isn’t nice to you,
he’s not worth it, leave him. Really, is there a more important message about relationships that we
ought to be sending to our daughters? There are other wonderful messages in here for girls: you are
resourceful, be strong. And, as an added benefit, this is a great and funny book, both of my
daughters love it. This would make a great gift to all of the young girls in your life (and I think the

age range should start at 2, not 4).

This charming story reverses the usual roles: a prince is kidnapped by a dangerous dragon, and the
dragon’s breath burns up all the clothes in the palace. The princess who loves the prince can only
find a paper bag to wear when she goes to rescue her love. Cleverly tricking the dragon, she enters
the cave where the prince, still beautifully dressed, is held captive. Is true love rewarded? No! He at
once complains she’s "a disaster" badly dressed, dirty and all messed up. She replies that he is a
fine and handsome prince--but completely useless. "And, in the end, they didn’t marry."This book is
funny and not at all didactic, quick and easy to read. It's understandable for children from five up,
but appeals to adults, too. I've read it to my Guatemalan maid, who was being forced to marry
against her will and had just managed to escape the marriage. She loved the book and took it home
to read it to her little brother and sister. This is an ideal work to help girls and boys see themelves as
equals, to help them realize that marriage isn’t the solution to all life’s problems, and to understand
that boys, just like girls, can be spoiled and foolish. It also suggests that when a boy friend or girl
friend is vain and foolish, rather than pining one can look elsewhere for love and understanding.

This book should be in every library worldwide!

| love this story and read it as a child. | ordered it for Christmas for my girls and was so disappointed
when it arrived. It is not a regular sized book like | had as a girl, but a tiny book that is the size of my
palm. Looking over the description, | can see that if you click the "read more" link at the bottom, it

does say that this is a mini book, but | really think it should be stated clearly in the page title.

| really love this book and so does my daughter, but | was extremely disappointed in the size of the



book. | guess | should have looked at the size, but that’s not always something one would look at
when purchasing a book online - | know better now. It would help with such items as these to place
"pocket size" or "travel size" which usually means that it's small. | have read this book to my
daughter and son at night with great difficulty b/c they couldn’t see the pictures/book at the same
time. | will be re-ordering a bigger size of this book. | guess | should have known by the price as
well, but | thought | had found a super-great deal, but found out otherwise! Very disappointed, but
partly my fault; should have look at size. Anyway, great read:children and adults will enjoy this book.

Check the dimensions!!!!

As the other reviews have said, this is a very funny and well-written picture book with a great
message; however, | would add the caveat that in some situations the anti-fairy-tale ending may be
a little too sophisticated for very young children. | read "The Paper Bag Princess" to a group of 3-
and 4-year-olds at a day camp, and when | had finished there was a shocked silence, broken by
one little girl’s whisper, "That was a BAD story!" | would have liked to read it again and talk about it
with them, but they all immediately dispersed for the next activity. | should have chosen a different
book for these kids, but as a parent (who ends up reading the same books to my daughter over and

over again anyway!), | heartily recommend "The Paper Bag Princess."
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